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Graduate Programs in Human Ecology

Department of Human Ecology
3-02 Human Ecology Building
University of Alberta
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2N1

E-mail: grad.ales@ualberta.ca

Please note:

e [March 11, 2026] - ADDENDA. Admission deadline information has been relocated from this page. See Amendments to
the Calendar for additional information.

e [June 12, 2025] - ADDENDUM. The Cambridge test has been added to the Entrance Requirements. See Amendments
to the Calendar for additional information.

General Information

The Department of Human Ecology offers a PhD in Human Ecology, and master’s degrees in Textiles and Clothing, Material
Culture, Family Ecology and Practice, and Aging. Students come from a variety of academic backgrounds and upon gradua-
tion have taken employment in a wide range of careers in social service agencies, museums and cultural agencies, govern-
ment, research and teaching.

Entrance Requirements

For the PhD program the Department’s minimum admission requirements are a thesis-based master’s degree with an ad-
mission GPA of at least 3.0 on the 4- point scale from the University of Alberta, or an equivalent qualification and standing
from a recognized institution. The admission GPA will be calculated on the last 60 units of graded coursework completed, or
on the equivalent of the last two years of full-time graded coursework.

Applicants who have the equivalent of an honor’s baccalaureate degree in a related field from a recognized institution, and
who present a minimum admission GPA of 3.7 on a 4 point scale, or its equivalent, may also be considered for admission to
the doctoral program. Applicants also will be required to provide evidence of research potential as demonstrated by previ-
ous scholarly work.

For the MSc or MA degrees the Department’s minimum admission requirements are a four-year bachelor’s degree with an
admission GPA of at least 3.0 on the 4-point scale from the University of Alberta, or an equivalent qualification and stand-
ing from a recognized institution. The admission GPA will be calculated on the last 60 units of graded coursework com-
pleted, or on the equivalent of the last two years of full-time graded coursework. An applicant proceeding from either a
three-year program in a related field, or a four-year program in a different field, may be admitted as a qualifying student.

Where applicable, applicants must provide proof of English Language Proficiency (see English Language Requirement). Any

one of the following is acceptable:

e aminimum TOEFL score of 92 (Internet-based) or equivalent.
e a minimum IELTS overall band score of 6.5.

e a minimum Cambridge score of 176, with at least 169 on each subscore.
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Applicants to all programs are also required to submit

e Curriculum Vitae
o Statement of Goals and Objectives Form, available under Admission Process on the Department Website
o three letters of reference from individuals knowledgeable about their academic and research capabilities

e PhD applicants must also submit a writing sample

In addition, all graduate students must have a faculty member agree to supervise their program before admission is ap-
proved. See Admission Process on the Department website for further information.

Visit Graduate program application deadlines to see deadlines for all programs in Human Ecology.

Financial Assistance

A limited number of teaching and research assistantships are available for well-qualified students.

Graduate Program Requirements

Master’s Programs

o Master of Arts in Material Culture (Human Ecology),
o Master of Science in Textiles and Clothing (Human Ecology),

o Master of Science in Family Ecology and Practice (Human Ecology),

Doctoral Programs

e Doctor of Philosophy (Human Ecology)

Graduate Courses

Graduate courses can be found in Course Listings, under the subject heading Human Ecology (HECOL).
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