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The student must make the revisions within six months of the date of the final examination. Once the required revisions have
been made and approved, the department shall submit a completed Thesis Approval/Program Completion form to GPS indicat-
ing the committee decision was “pass subject to revisions”. If one of the examiners fails the student that examiner does not have
to sign the form. If the required revisions have not been made and approved by the end of the six months deadline, the student
will be required to withdraw.

Fail: All or all but one of the examiners must agree to an outcome of Fail. If the examination result is a Fail, no member of the
examining committee signs the Thesis Approval/Completion form.

When the outcome is a Fail, the committee chair will provide the reasons for this decision to the graduate coordinator. The de-
partment will then provide this report, together with its recommendation for the student’s program, to the Dean of the
department’s Faculty, GPS, and to the student.

An Associate Dean, GPS will normally arrange to meet with the student and with the graduate coordinator before acting upon
any department recommendation that affects the student’s academic standing.

Thesis Requirements

Regulations and Outline of Responsibilities

All students in a thesis degree program must present and defend a thesis embodying the results of their research. The topic of
the master’s and doctoral thesis must have been approved by the student’s supervisor and supervisory committee respectively.

Departments may set specific requirements for student theses, including requirements pertaining to traditional format theses,
paper-based theses (e.g., theses consisting of published, accepted or submitted papers), and mixed format theses (combining
the traditional format and the paper-based format). Clarity is recommended in setting departmental requirements to avoid dis-
putes later.

For students in a master’s degree program, the thesis, at a minimum, should reveal that the student is able to work in a schol-
arly manner and is acquainted with the principal works published on the subject of the thesis. As far as possible, it should be an
original contribution.

A doctoral thesis, at a minimum, must embody the results of original investigations and analyses and be of such quality as to
merit publication, meeting the standards of reputable scholarly publications. It must constitute a substantial contribution to the
knowledge in the student’s field of study.

The thesis should normally be written in English. In some departments, students may be permitted to write their thesis in a lan-
guage other than English, provided that language has been approved for use by the supervisory committee, the department, and
the Dean of the department’s Faculty. Theses written in a language other than English must have two abstracts, one in the lan-
guage of the thesis, and the other in English.

Students are responsible for following the GPS Minimum Thesis Formatting Requirements.

It is the responsibility of both the student and the supervisor(s) to be aware of any specific requirements of the student’s depart-
ment with respect to the student’s thesis.

Policy on Public Access to Thesis Results

A thesis will be made freely available to the public as soon as possible after a student’s convocation. It is the responsibility of the
supervisor and the supervisory committee to inform the student of the University’s policy on public access to thesis results and
to explore with the student the possible ramifications of the student’s research, at the outset of the thesis project. In principle,
graduate students should not undertake, nor supervisors involve, students in research for a thesis when the thesis project is part
of a contract which prohibits public access to a thesis.

Restricting Access to the Publication of a Thesis

It is University policy that a thesis be made freely available to the public as soon as possible after a student’s convocation. A gen-
eral policy of “open access” is also embraced by Tri-Council and other funding agencies. However, it is recognized that circum-
stances may arise that justify restricting access to a thesis for a specified period of time initially up to a maximum of one year
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